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tary assistance. The remedy will be to apply to the court to revoke the assign- 
ment. This can easily be done in a way that will not prejudice the defendant. 
When a voluntary defender finds that he has a guilty man on his hands 
he will not set out to acquit him. He will boldly face the problem of the 
defendant's future career. The first essential step towards improvement is a 
confession of guilt. If the defendant refuses the advice, the voluntary de- 
fender may ask to be relieved from the assignment. Usually the defendant 
wilt himself be prompt to find means to accomplish such a result. If the 
assignment must perforce continue, then the voluntary defender has it in his 
power to insist on legal proof of the defendant's guilt and to keep him and 
his witnesses from committing perjury on the stand. The really difficult case 
will be where guilt is apparent but stoutly denied, even to counsel. In such 
event the answer will have to be sought in the good judgment of the salaried 
counsel and the officers of the committee as applied to the peculiar circum- 
stances of each case as it arises. 

11. How the Plan Is Being Financed. — The problems of putting this work 
on a successful and useful basis should not be complicated by a constant need 
for funds. Consequently, before starting, the committee aims to provide to 
meet its budget for three years. An appeal is being made now to relatively 
few individuals for assurances of support during that period. When the enter- 
prise has become established it is planned to put it on a permanent basis of a 
broad general appeal ; the work being one which ought to be supported ulti- 
mately through a wide public interest rather than by the generosity of a few. 
The committee will at that time probably resolve, itself into some form of 
association with a large sustaining membership. 

12. The Committee. — The committee in charge of the plan has among its 
members several men who have been assistant district attorneys in New York 
County and many others who, in one way or another, have had some practical 
experience with the problems involved. Its membership is as follows: 

Nathan A. Smyth, Chairrnan Raymond B. Fosdick 

James Bronson Reynolds, Chairman Alexander M. Hadden 

Executivfe Board Mrs. Learned Hand 

Richard M. Hurd, Treasurer Charles E. Hughes, Jr. 

Timothy N. Pfeiffer, Secretary Walter S. Kaufmann 

Mrs. Francis McN. Bacon Sam A. Lewisohn 

George Gordon Battle Philip J. McCook 

Mrs. Francis H. Cabot Robert McC. Marsh 

John Kirkland Clark Stephen H. Philbin 

George Brokaw Compton Eustace Seligman 

Robert J. Eidlitz Arthur Woods 
William Dean Embree. 

The Minnesota Legislature and Child Welfare. — Of the forty-three 
measures recommended by the Child Welfare Commission thirty-five have been 
passed by the Legislature with but few unimportant changes. 

The joint committee of the House and Senate to which was referred this 
proposed body of law, recommended for passage all but two, bills. As num- 
bered in the printed report these bills are numbers 10 and 27. The substance 
of bill number ten, relating to the making of a single act of sexual intercourse 
a felony, was covered by another bill which has passed the Senate, but not, as 
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yet, the House. Bill number 37 -relates to a minimum of supervision by the 
State Department of Education over private and parochial schools in the 
matter of teaching English and as to records of truancy. This bill was vigor- 
ously opposed by many sincere people and it was deemed wise to discuss it 
more in detail before asking its passage. 

There were then 41 bills before the Legislature recommended by the Com- 
mission and by the Joint Legislative Committee. For unavoidable reasons these 
measures were presented later in the session than had been anticipated and it 
was readily apparent that something must be sacrificed if the fundamental 
scheme to promote child welfare was to succeed. Consequently, six measures 
were temporarily withdrawn from the remainder. The bills withdrawn are, 
as numbered in the printed report, number 5, relating to the regulation of 
marriage ; numbers 12 and 13, relating to the inherftance of illegitimate children ; 
number 33, a revision of the child labor law ; number 34, regulating street trades 
(a bill which was bitterly opposed by the newspapers and because of which the 
newspapers in the three large cities unitedly refused to give any substantial 
editorial comment on that or any other proposals of the Commission), and bill 
number 29, relating to the tenure of office of the board of women visitors 
which was met by another bill. 

What has been gained by the passage of these new laws? The answer 
can, of course, be given with more accuracy and better grace after they have 
been tested in operation. But the outlines are clear. There has been created 
as a bureau of the Board of Control a regularly organized state agency charged 
with the fulfillment of the state's obligation to all children in need of care and 
guardianship, with special reference to the illegitimate child. The laws relating 
to illegitimacy have been revised and the father of a child born out of wed- 
lock is subject to the same degree of responsibility as though the child were 
legitimate. Supplementary to this it has been made a felony to abscond where 
issue is born of fornication. Safeguards have been thrown about the adoption 
and placing out of children, lying-in hospitals must now be properly licensed 
and subjected to wise regulation. The law relating to abandonment and non- 
support has been revised and strengthened. The so called mothers' pension law 
was re-written, its provisions enlarged and standards of administration estab- 
lished in the light of the experience of our own and other states. The juvenile 
court law has likewise undergone a thorough process of recasting at the hands 
of persons intimately acquainted with juvenile court problems. The scope of 
the law, the machinery of its procedure and the spirit of its text have been 
put on a sound and liberal foundation. 

This is but a flashlight upon the statutes enacted, there are many more 
and there is much more of importance that might be said about them. 

In conclusion it should be noted that the State Legislature treated the whole 
subject with patience and friendly consideration. To Representative Sherman 
Childs of the House and Senator Oluf Gjerset of the Senate especial credit is 
due for their efforts in behalf of this legislation. They have rendered invalu- 
able assistance. The people of the state by financial aid, active work and vital 
interest have made it possible for Minnesota to have as soundly progressive 
laws relating to children as will be found on the statute books of any state 
in the Union. — W. W. Hodson, Executive Secretary of Commission. 

Children in Industry and the Street Trades. — In the Juvenile Protective 



